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Shield making

This activity is popular with all ages and is a common way native peoples express and protect themselves. Traditionally, shields have been made from animal hide or wood since these are the strongest and most easily obtained large, flat surfaces.. They are an important way individuals  differentiate themselves through depicting their dreams, powers and family genealogy. Often, an actual piece from the animal they wish to emulate is included in the design. This may include talons, feathers, bones, hide or countless other parts of the natural world.

One of the least expensive shields can be made from knotty pine  which usually is the cheapest wood at your local lumber yard. A 1 inch by 10 inch board or a 1x 12 inch board works well. If  you want a larger shield then try plywood. I shape my shields with a ban saw although a hand held jigsaw  works fine. Even a Hand held crosscut saw will help you cut corners. The most authentic looking shields are made from thick animal hide . Traditionally, this classic shield was made from buffalo hide as seen in the plains Indian tribes: Lakota, Crow, Cheyenne and Mandan. 

The best source of hide is deer since they are just about every where in the United States and nearly every hunter either throws the hide away or gives it to his butcher who in turn sells it to the leather tanning company for a few dollars. See the section on rawhide making. Cow hide is the best overall source which can be ordered from Tandy leather and other mail order leather sources.  

Leather Handles can be attached by drilling holes in the material either by drill or knife. I have also used screws and nails. Many other sources of handles can be used such as rope, wood, bone and sinew. Your imagination is the limit. Rawhide shields are often reinforced with a wood cross pattern in the back which can also serve as a  handle.

Almost all shields contain some illustration on them depicting a powerful subject icon, symbol or scene. Acrylic paint works well since it is bright and weathers well but permanent markers are easier to use and dry quicker.    
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